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as in Natal. Thus, the whites have begun to feel the need for Indian
labour right from the beginning, for the Kaffirs are of no use and all the
available Chinese are absorbed in the mines. Indian labour is, therefore,
in general demand.

Lord Curzon has declared in his speech1 that, as long as the South
African Colonies do not concede adequate rights to the Indians, they will
receive no help from India. If, therefore, the Transvaal Government
does really need Indians, Lord Curzon will have a golden opportunity to
exert pressure in order to secure the rights of Indians. The Transvaal is
not likely to achieve prosperity so long as agriculture is not introduced
there. And there is little likelihood of agriculture being developed with-
out Indians.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-4-1905

354. LONGEVITY AMONG THE WHITES
AND THE COLOURED PEOPLE
"Why do women live longer than men, and the Kaffirs, Hottentots
and Malayas longer than the whites?" asks The Cape Times. The question
arises from a perusal of the Census Report. There are more women than
men in the Cape. The number of men is 12,18,940, while that of women
is 12,90,864. Up to the age of sixty the number of men is greater, but
among those aged seventy, there are 21,788 men and 23,719 women;
among those aged eighty-five, 2,355 men and 2,895 women; and among
those aged ninety-five, 88 men and 109 women. There are 300 persons
in the Cape who are over a hundred years; of these, only 126 are men
and the rest women. Similarly, the Coloured population is found to be
more long-lived than the white.
The reason for this is clear enough. As the Europeans indulge in
sensual pleasures more than the Coloured peoples, their lives are shorter.
Again, the duration of life among men is shorter than among women
because the former suffer more worries than the latter. The Indians
stand lower in the scale than all the others for a variety of weighty
reasons. But the main reason is the very poor standard of life that the
Indians maintain in South Africa. In order to save money, our people
live together in large numbers in single rooms; and for the same reason
or from indolence, they take food which is either insufficient or inadequa-
tely nutritive. Many live on ill-baked bread made of musty flour.
Small wonder, then, that such food has adverse effects.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-4-1905
1 Vide "Curzon's Speech on Indians in South Africa", 8-4-1905.